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1967-2025

We are sad to announce the passing of Dr Funke Oyebanjo.

Described as a ‘trailblazer who followed her truth and passion to live life on her terms, driven by her
incredible intellect and her creative visions’. Funke brought intelligence and warmth to everything,
connecting her research to the fluidity of change in the Screen Industries. She drew on her
substantial experience with the BBC Writer’'s Room, UK Film Council, Netflix as well as her role in co-
founding Talawa Arts Theatre. Her work resonates with a distinctive authorial voice — one that
affirms identity, celebrates humour, and articulates the complex diasporic experience through
nuanced characterisation and narrative sensitivity. Funke leaves a powerful legacy for screenwriters,
students, researchers — and those that seek to encounter, navigate and even challenge the
compelling world of storytelling. Funke was a valued member of BAFTSS, her passing is a profound
loss.

Memorial at the London College of Communication ,University of the Arts London. 2025
Articles
Oyebanjo, F. (2023). The Haptic Encounter: Scripting Female Subjectivity. In: Davies, R, Russo,

P, Tieber, C. (Eds) The Palgrave Handbook of Screenwriting Studies. London Palgrave
Macmillan, Cham.

Brown, Lucy, Rosamund Davies, and Funke Oyebanjo. “Recognising and Addressing
Unconscious Bias and Structural Inequalities: A Case Study Within Television Idea
Development.” Alphaville: Journal of Film and Screen Media, no. 24, 2022, pp. 97-117.

Oyebanjo, F., Brown, L., and Davies, R. (2021). Teaching Media Production: Understanding.
Unconscious Bias in Creative Idea Development.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOP7aiZzBTg
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-20769-3_33
https://www.alphavillejournal.com/Issue24/HTML/ArticleBrownEtAl.html
https://www.alphavillejournal.com/Issue24/HTML/ArticleBrownEtAl.html
https://www.alphavillejournal.com/Issue24/HTML/ArticleBrownEtAl.html
https://zenodo.org/records/5763747
https://zenodo.org/records/5763747

