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Professor Nishan Canagarajah 

President and Vice Chancellor 
vc@leicester.ac.uk 

University of Leicester 
University Road, Leicester, 
LE1 7RH, United Kingdom 

 

cc to: 
Professor Teela Sanders 

Pro Vice-Chancellor, 
Head of the College of Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities 

cssah@leicester.ac.uk 
 
Re: The Closure of Film Studies at the University of Leicester 
 
 

1 December 2025 

 
Dear Professors Canagarajah and Sanders, 
 

We are writing to express our deep concern over the proposed closure of Film 
Studies and other Arts and Humanities courses at the University of Leicester.  
 

 
We ask that you reconsider this short-termist decision, which threatens to 
impoverish the intellectual life of the East Midlands and reduce Film Studies and 
Arts and Humanities provision in a region with significant pockets of deprivation in 
terms of access to culture and arts. 
 

 

Centrally imposed course closures are never the answer. They undermine 
academic freedom and close off opportunities for learning and social mobility. They 
prevent the generation of new understanding and new knowledge. They break 
careers, destroy livelihoods and push people and families into precarity and 
poverty. They potentially ruin lives and silence voices. They cut off dialogue. They 
cause deep and lasting harm. 
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Leicester University's Film Studies team comprises internationally recognized 
scholars with diverse expertise spanning Hollywood cinema, East Asian film, 
European art cinema and British media history. Leicester's Film Studies is ranked 
no. 7 in the UK for Communication and Media Studies according to The Times Good 
University Guide 2025 and in the top 15 for overall positivity in the National Student 
Survey 2025. Film Studies staff were returned in UoA27 in REF21, contributing to an 
overall score of 3.55, lifting Leicester to no. 11 from 32 in REF14 in the unit to which 
they were submitted. Film Studies staff have enhanced their institution's 
reputation, increased its earnings and improved its attractiveness to prospective 
students. 
 

 

The recent Post-16 Education and Skills White Paper and the decisions made by the  
Office for Students following the Secretary of State for Education's damaging 
guidance on the strategic priorities grant earlier in the year may provide perverse 
motivation to divest from Film Studies. However, HEIs are not extensions of the 
government's will. Whitehall may have certain aspirations for post-16 education 
and HE provision with a view to meet employers' needs for a suitably trained 
workforce, but HEIs have their own duty to serve their communities. They exist to 
sustain research and facilitate knowledge exchange to enable new ideas and 
solutions to intellectual and practical problems which may still be inconceivable let 
alone unknown. Universities are the communities of scholars, students and non-
academic publics that sustain them. The duty of HEIs to the communities that they 
comprise and which they serve cannot be cancelled out by government strategy 
born out of a refusal to unlock adequate funding for Higher Education. 
 

 

Government guidance notwithstanding, the economic argument for Film Studies as 
a discipline remains compelling and means that all moves to divest from the subject 
area fly in the face of logic. On average, the UK's creative industries contributed 
£124.6 billion to the economy, representing 5.7 per cent of total GVA. The sector, 
which includes the Film and Television industry, is a significant employer with, as of 
2022, as many as 2,400,000 jobs. In the Midlands alone, the creative industries 
contributed nearly £4 billion in GVA. The sector is a key growth area, with the East 
Midlands showing the fastest relative growth between 2019 and 2023 in the UK. To 
shut Film Studies, a department which directly speaks to this area, would remove 
an important training base for students in the region. 
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For all these reasons, moral as well as financial, we ask that you abandon the 
proposed closure of Film Studies and find other solutions to ensure the 
sustainability of your operations to the benefit of all the communities which make 
up the university and benefit from its activities. 
 

 

On behalf of the BAFTSS Executive Committee 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Dr Gábor Gergely 

Chair of BAFTSS 

ggergely@lincoln.ac.uk 

 

Associate Professor of Film 

University of Lincoln 

Brayford Pool, Lincoln 

LN6 7TS, United Kingdom 
  



 

 

 

5 

 
 

 

The British Association of Film, Television and Screen Studies  exists to:  

 

◼ promote the recognition of the discipline and represent the academic 

and professorial interests of those engaged in it to the academy, 

government, funding agencies, the cultural industries and the public;  

◼ encourage best teaching and research practice;  

◼ promote the training of postgraduate students in research;  

◼ give researchers and practitioners the opportunity to attend and 

present their work at the annual BAFTSS conference. 
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